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and having his elephantine neck adorned with a chaplet of recent
flowers. Passing through several windings among the rocks, we en-
tered a temple to Vishnu excavated in a large mass of rock, and sup-
ported by handsome pillars, the bases of which rest on tigers, all ap-
parently carved from the same mass.
" The wall exhibits a bas-relief of Vishnu who is presented as having
thrown off the form of a Brahmin dwarf, under which he had per-
suaded the giant king Bali to grant hfm three paces of his kingdom,
to assume that of a giant, and wielding a variety of weapons in his
right hand over the head of the affrighted tyrant, strides from earth
to heaven. This piece of sculpture is considered by Heber to possess
much merit, and is the only one which has reference to the supposed
connection of these ruins with the great Bali. In another compart-
ment the goddess Durga (identical with Kali, consort of Siva) is seen
surrounded by adorers; also a ludicrous, and not particularly decent
representation of Vishnu as the Varaha or Boar Avatar, and his wife
Lutchmi, the goddess of fortune. Not far from this we see the latter
seated on a throne. Female attendants on each side support vessels of
water which two elephants take from their hands, and discharge the
contents over the head of the goddess. Quitting the temple, we next
came to a ponderous globular mass of stone, apparently about 60 feet
in circumference, nicely balanced on the smooth surface of a shelving
rock: this, as the legend runs, was once a mass of butter, and meta-
morphosed into stone at the prayer of Krishna. A little beyond the
* petrified butter/ through a cleft in the rock, we are shown a
circular excavation which is exhibited by the Brahmins as the churn
in which the butter was manufactured. Close to this stands a small
temple, dedicated to Siva, containing bas-reliefs of that deity, his son
Subramanya, and of one of the seven holy Bishis. JSTorth of the tem-
ple the Brahmins point out the site of a small fort, and palace occu-
pied by the ancient kings, and a bath excavated in a mass of rock used
by the royal princesses. The scattered remnants of bricks and tiles
lying about are cited in proof of these assertions : and it is not far
from probability, that they all once formed part of an enclosure to
screen the bath. To the left of the alleged site of the palace, on the
southern extremity of the cliffe, rises a small and remarkable mono-
lithic pagoda carved from the rock on which it stands ; underneath it
we enter an excavated recess containing a recumbent statue (of Vish-
nu ?) of colossal dimensions, reclining amid the coils of an enormous